(2008 MASTEHS PREVIEW)




The course

Why is every hole at Augusta
Mational listed in increments of
five yards? It goes back to
co-founder Clitford Roberts,
who thought that because tee
and flagstick locations vary
fram day to day, it was ludicrous
tolist a hole at, say, 351 yards,

HOLE | YARDASE | L]
1 455 &
2 515 5
3 350 &
& 240 3
5 455 &
6 180 3
7 450 &
B 570 ]
g 460 &
aur 13738 36
10 495 4
n 505 &
12 155 3
E] 510 5
T &40 [
15 530 5
16 ™ 3
7] 440 &
8 465 A
™ | N0 36
TotAL | 7445 72
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TWO HIGH-PRICED OPTIONS FOR GOING

Hyoureally want togo
tothe Masters, there's
abwiays the big-hudks
route, Two companies are

offering Masters packnges :

that includa mone than
Justentry into the event.
VIP Sports Markating, a
Chicago-based hospitality
company, packages
Masters badges with
hotel accommodations
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and hospitality (food for each round, “It's alot
and bevarage). One four- toshell out,” says Corbott
person package includes Michter, who entertalned
lodging, entry fvto the cliants of his construction
Masters for three days company using ViP's
{two practica rounds and packages last year. "But
one tournamant reund), they did a good job.”
plus food and beverage. Inana-mall to
Total cost |5 510,000, select cardholders,

ViR also offers Visa Signature offered
tournament badges ala a Masters package.

carte for 51,500 a person

For 513,600 (you have
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to charge It to your
card)), Visa Signature
will provide Masters
badges for two people
Friday through Sunday,
three nights at the Ritz-
Cariton Lodge at the
Reynolds Plantation
resart in Greenshoro, Ga.,
meals and alcohol and
transportation from the
hotel to Augusta.nx,

VIP OFFERS

TOURNAMENT

BADGES
ALACARTE
FOR $1,500

A PERSON FOR
EACH ROUND.

BRIDGES TURN 50
It's difficult to plctuee Amen
Comer without the Hogan
Bridge, which connects

the falrway bo the greenon
the L2th hole; or the Nelson
Briclge, which connects the 13th
tee box to the falneey: But the
et Masters koores, named for
Ben Hogan and Byron Nelson,
elicdn's et whin the course:
ppenad in 1933, The stone-arch
hiciges that ceoss Rae's Creek
wweren't esected until 1958,
Befone that, goifers walked
over flat. wood bridges (see
photos, befow).

T Hogan Bricge was
dedicated i honor of Hogan's
then=-recond soore of 274 (14
imder par) i 1953, The Nelson
Bridige was boill in hanor of
his blechig-eagle perfiormance
o the 12th &nd 13th to win
the M7 Masters.

Actually, the 12th hale
wsed to have three bridges.
At one time Racs Creek
forhed, and golfers had to
crass the stream twice befone
reaching the green. The fork
was eventually filled. rx.
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DIDYOUKNOW? |

Winners need No.

Since urvelling the famous “second cut” of rowgh in 1999 and gradually
lengthening the course from 6,985 yards in 1999 to 7445 this year, Augusta
Mational has revealed some statistical trends among its recent Masters
champions. We've crunched the numbers and come up with some interesting
axloms that could be a gama plan for winning the toumament.

OWNTHE SEVENTH HOLE

The last nine Masters winners have played the par-& seventh in even par or
better—the only par 4 or par 3 on the course where they've done this. Furthermore,
the stroke average for the winners on Mo, 7s 3,639 compared to 4.119 for everyone
glsa—represanting the largest margin the winners have over the fisld,

NODOUBLE BOGEYS
Only one of the [ast nine winners has made a double or worse. (Phil Micketson made
A double-bogey 5.on Mo, 16 in 2004.)

BEAR DOWN ON THE HARDEST HOLES

Mos.1, 4, 5,6,10,12 and 17 have bean among the nine hardest holes for the field
since 1999, And yet a third or mare of the winners have played them in even par for
the week, and seven played the opening holain even par.

MANKE A STRONG TURN
Four times the winner has played the ninth and 10th heles in even par, no doubt

apsychological pick-me-up to make the tum In good shape,

GOLOWONAPARS

Five champions have been the most under par on the par-5 second, twa on the
glghth, four on 13 and three on 15. That's mainly tokeep pace with the field—the
fouw par 55 rank among the easiest holes since 1999, curs seseaex

Bedore 19949, there was Bttle noticable ditference between the helght of the fairway grass and the roogh,

whichwas 3 of an inch. But that year & "second cut™ was grown to 1% Inches and remains today,



